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South of Judea and the Dead Sea was a region called Edom or Idumea.  The name means 
“red,” which may refer to the area’s red sandstone.  Edomites were descendants of Esau, 
Isaac’s firstborn son, who was covered in red hair at birth, another possible source of Edom’s 
name.  Esau was a rugged hunter who was scammed out of his birthright as Isaac’s heir by his 
younger twin brother Jacob.  He ended up settling the area after reconciling with Jacob, and 
his descendants by his six wives grew into the nation of Edom. 

During the Roman occupation of Judea, a group of Jewish rebels sought to expel the Romans 
from their homeland.  Their name – the Zealots – reflected their zeal and fierce patriotism for 
the Jewish nation.  Zealots were some of the earliest terrorists on record, regularly murdering 
Romans and Greeks who were living in Judea.  They also targeted other Jews thought to be in 
league with Rome, such as Sadducees, or those who openly opposed violence against Rome.  
Zealots had a bleak reputation in Judea for being ruffians.  They used violent revolts to under-
mine Roman rule.  In 66 AD, they led a rebellion and succeeded in taking control of Jerusa-
lem, triggering the Roman-Jewish War.  However, their success was short-lived: Rome recap-
tured the city in 70 AD and destroyed the Temple.  Shortly thereafter, the Roman army at-
tacked the Zealot stronghold of Masada in 73 AD, prompting the Zealots to commit mass sui-
cide, effectively ending the movement. 
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Chapter 9 
Teaching on the Mountain 

 
 
During this time, Jesus leaves for the moun-

tain to pray and he calls the ones he wanted.  He 
had spent the night praying to God and when the 
day came, his disciples came to him.  He chose 
twelve of them and named them as his apostles,* 
so that they would be with him and that he could 
send them to preach and have authority to throw 
demons out.  These are the names of the twelve 
he designated as apostles: the first was Simon 
(whom he also named Peter), and his brother 
Andrew; James of Zebedee and John, James’ 
brother (he named them Boanerges, which means, 
“sons of thunder”); Philip and 
Bartholomew; Matthew the 
tax collector and Thomas; 
James of Alphaeus and Judas 
of James* (Thaddaeus); Simon, 
who was called a Zealot;* and 
Judas Iscariot,* who became a 
traitor and betrayed him. 

Then Jesus came down 
with them and stood in a flat area.  A huge 
crowd of his disciples was there, as well as a 
great multitude of people from all of Judea and 
Jerusalem, and from Tyre and Sidon on the 

Matthew 5:1-12, 10:2-4 
Mark 3:13-19 
Luke 6:12-26 
 
The Greek word apos-
tolos literally means 
“someone sent away” 
and is where the English 
word “apostle” comes 
from.  Although it has 
come to have a strong 
religious connotation, 
the word back in Judea 
was more generic and 
referred to a messenger 
or emissary.  

Matthew records the tenth disciple as Thaddeus, 
while Mark records him as Judas of James.  Luke, 
on the other hand, shortens his name to Jude of 
James in the book of Acts, possibly to further dis-
tinguish him from Judas Iscariot, the twelfth disci-
ple.  Being “of James” usually meant being the 
son of James, but it could also mean they were 
brothers.  However, despite his many names, little 
is known about Jude, although some scholars hold 
that he was one of Jesus’ brothers and the writer 
of the biblical book of the same name. 

Iscariot translates to 
“from Kerioth,” referring 
to a town or region in Ju-
dea.  Thus Judas Iscariot 
may have been the only 
non-Galilean disciple. 
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coast, who had come to listen to him and have 
their diseases healed.  Even those who were har-
assed by unclean spirits were being cured.  All of 
the people were trying to touch him, because 
power was coming from him and healing every-
one. 

But when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up 
the mountain, and his disciples joined him after 
he had sat down.  Then lifting his eyes towards 
his disciples, he opened his mouth and taught 
them: 

“The poor in spirit are blessed, because 
heaven’s kingdom is theirs.  Those who are hun-
gry now are blessed, because they’ll be satisfied.  
Those who cry now are blessed, because they’ll 
laugh.  Those who mourn are blessed, because 
they’ll be comforted.  The humble are blessed, 
because they’ll inherit the earth.†  Those who are 
hungry and thirsty for righteousness are blessed, 
because they’ll be satisfied.  The merciful are 
blessed, because they’ll receive mercy.  The 
pure in heart are blessed, because they’ll see 
God.  The peacemakers are blessed, because 
they’ll be called God’s sons.  Those who’ve been 
mistreated for righteousness’ sake are blessed, 
because heaven’s kingdom is theirs.  You’re 
blessed when men hate you, exclude you, insult 
you, mistreat you, scorn your name as evil, and 
falsely say all sorts of evil about you because of 
me, the Son of Man.  On that day, leap and cele-
brate!  Be happy, because, look, your reward in 
heaven is huge.  Their fathers mistreated the 
prophets before you the same way. 

“But woe,* you who are rich – you have 
your comfort.  Woe, you who are full now – 
you’ll be hungry.  Woe, you who laugh now – 
you’ll mourn and cry.  And woe when all men 
speak well of you – their fathers used to treat the 
fake prophets likewise. 

The humble will inherit 
the land and delight 
themselves in abundant 
prosperity. 

Psalm 37:11 

Woe is pronounced ba-
sically the same way in 
Greek, Hebrew, and 
English.  It’s a term of 
sadness or suffering, an 
exclamation of grief 
spoken in the midst of 
despair. 
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“You’re the salt* of the earth, and everyone 

will be salted with fire.  Salt is good, but if salt 
becomes saltless and bland, how can you flavor it 
and make it salty again?  It’s useless for the soil 

and the manure, not good for anything anymore, 
except to be thrown out and walked on by men.  
So have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with 
one another.  Whoever has ears to hear, listen 
up! 

“You’re the light of the world.  A city lying 
on a hill can’t hide.  And nobody lights a lamp 
and puts it in the cellar* under a basket.  Instead, 
it goes on a lampstand,* so it shines on everyone 
in the house, and those who come in can see the 
light.  Similarly, shine your light before men so 
they can see the good you do and praise the Fa-
ther in heaven.  

“The eye is the lamp of the body.  When 
your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of 
light as well, but when it’s sick, your body will 
be full of darkness.  So watch out that the light 
inside you isn’t darkness.  If your whole body is 
full of light, with no dark part in it, it’ll be com-
pletely lit up, like when a lamp illuminates you  
with its light. 

Matthew 5:13-24, 27-48 
Mark 9:49-50; 14:34-35 
Luke 6:27-36; 11:33-36; 

16:16-18 
 

Common table salt is sodium chloride (NaCl), a crystallized solid at room temperature that 
easily dissolves in water.  All life is dependent on salt, which contributes two of the major 
electrolytes in cells.  However, salt can be lethal if levels aren’t carefully balanced.  In fact, 
armies used to scatter salt on enemy fields to render the land infertile.  Salt was also the 
most common ancient seasoning, being one of the five basic human tastes.  Before refrigera-
tion, it was the primary means of preserving meat for consumption later.  Salt production 
typically occurred at the seaside, particularly at the Dead Sea, by evaporating seawater in 
saltpans.   Throughout human history, salt has always been a valuable commodity.  The Eng-
lish word “salary” comes from the Latin word salarium, which was money paid to Roman sol-
diers to purchase salt.   

Conversely, Mark uses the Greek word analos as the opposite of salty, translating literally 
to “without salt” or “saltless.”  Matthew and Luke, however, use moraino, meaning “bland” 
or “tasteless.”  Moraino could also mean “foolish,” as Paul quotes later in the New Testa-
ment: “Professing to be wise, they became foolish (moraino).”  (Romans 1:22) 

Krypte is a Greek word 
referring to a hidden or 
secret place.  It’s where 
the English “crypt” 
comes from, but it can 
also be translated as 
“basement,” “cellar,” or 
“vault.” 
 
Lychnia is derived from 
the word for lamp or 
candle (lychnos), refer-
ring to something that 
supports or elevates a 
light.  It can be trans-
lated “lampstand” or 
“candleholder.” 
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“Don’t think that I came to dissolve the Law 
or the prophets; I didn’t come to destroy it but 
to fulfill it!  The Law and the prophets went un-
til John, and since that time the good news of 
God’s kingdom is announced and everyone is 
forcing his way in.  I tell you truly that until 
heaven and earth pass away, not one iota* from 
the Law will pass away until everything’s done, 
because it’s easier for heaven and earth to pass 
away than for one stroke* of the Law to fail.  
Whoever voids even one of the smallest of these 
commandments, and teaches this to men, will be 
called the smallest in heaven’s kingdom.  But 
whoever does them and teaches them will be 
called great in heaven’s kingdom. 

“I tell you that unless your righteousness ex-
ceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
won’t enter heaven’s kingdom.  

“You’ve heard that the ancients were told, 
‘Don’t murder,’† and that whoever murders will 
be guilty before the court.  But I tell you that an-
yone who’s angry with his brother will be guilty 
before the court as well; whoever tells his 
brother, ‘Raca,’* will be guilty before the San-
hedrin;* and whoever says, 
‘You fool!’ will be guilty 
enough for the fires of hell.  
So if you’re offering your gift 
at the altar* and there you re-
member that your brother has 
something against you, leave 
your gift before the altar and 
go.  First make up with your 
brother, and then come and 
offer your gift.   

“You’ve heard it said, ‘Don’t have an af-
fair,’† but I tell you that everyone who looks at a 

 

The ninth letter of the 
Greek alphabet, iota, is 
the smallest of all Greek 
letters.  It’s written with 
a single vertical stroke 
(“ι”), similar to the Eng-
lish letter “i.”   

Similarly, the Greek 
word keraia refers to a 
“little horn,” serif, or 
stroke of a single letter. 

 
You will not murder. 

Exodus 20:13 
 
Raca is an Aramaic ex-
pression of contempt 
that means “empty 
head” or “air head,” 
similar to calling some-
one an idiot.  The term 
comes from the writings 
of Jewish scribes, but 
isn’t mentioned else-
where in the Bible.    

Every city in Israel had a council of judges called 
the Sanhedrin (Hebrew for “assembly”) that 
heard civil and criminal matters, including viola-
tions of Moses’ Law.  Its 23 members were made 
up of priests, elders, scribes, Pharisees, Saddu-
cees, and other aristocrats.  Although the Sanhed-
rin had considerable power in Judea, the Romans 
held ultimate authority and could interfere with 
its actions at anytime.  In Jerusalem, the Great 
Sanhedrin was Judea’s supreme court, which in-
cluded 71 members.  It had authority over the 
Temple police, who could arrest people apart 
from Roman laws, but couldn’t legally execute 
prisoners. 

You will not have an 
affair. 

Exodus 20:14 
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woman and lusts* for her has already had an af-
fair with her in his heart.  If your right eye trips 
you up, pull it out and throw it away.  It’s better 
for you to lose one part of yourself than for your 
whole body to be thrown into hell.  And if your 
right hand trips you up, cut it off and throw it 
away.  It’s better for you to lose one part of 
yourself than for your whole body to go to hell.    

“It was said: ‘Whoever sends his wife away 
will give her a divorce.’†  But I tell you that who-
ever divorces his wife and marries another, ex-
cept due to fornication,* has an affair* and makes 

her do the same.  And whoever marries a 
woman divorced from a husband has an affair 
too.  

“Again, you’ve heard that the ancients 
were told, ‘Don’t break your promises or 
promise falsely, but you’ll keep your oaths to 
the Lord.’†  But I tell you, don’t swear at all, 
either by heaven, because it’s God’s throne; 
by the earth, because it’s the stool for his 
feet; or by Jerusalem, because it’s the city  

Any raised structure used to offer sacrifices to a god was an altar.  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
each made or restored altars to God after defining moments in their lives.  During Israel’s 
journey through the wilderness, the Tabernacle (God’s portable Temple) had two altars: one 
for burnt offerings, made of wood and bronze, and another for incense, made of wood and 
gold.  Altars were also used to remind future generations of a particular event, like the one 
erected by Joshua as a monument to the tribes east of the Jordan to symbolize their unity 
with the rest of Israel.  The altar in Jerusalem’s Temple was originally built by Solomon, but 
was rebuilt and rededicated many times throughout Israel’s history.  However, altars weren’t 
unique to Israel’s religion – many ancient cultures used them to offer sacrifices to their gods.  
In fact, Paul records that Athens had so many altars that one was dedicated to an “unknown 
god” to make sure no deity was missed. 

Epithymeo is Greek 
for “desire,” “long,” 
“crave” or “turn to-
ward.”  However, in 
the context of desiring 
something that one 
cannot legitimately 
have, it corresponds 
to “lust” or “covet.” 

When a man takes and marries a wife, but she doesn’t please his eyes because he finds some-
thing indecent with her, he can write a divorce certificate, hand it to her, and send her out of 
his house.   

Deuteronomy 24:1 

When you make a promise to 
the LORD your God, don’t de-
lay in completing it, because 
that would be sin and the 
LORD your God would cer-
tainly require it from you.  
But if you keep yourself from 
promising, it wouldn’t be sin.  
So be careful to do whatever 
comes out of our lips, be-
cause you’ve freely promised 
the LORD your God what 
you’ve said. 

Deuteronomy 23:21-23 

The Greek moicheuo and the Hebrew na’aph are both traditionally translated “commit adul-
tery,” which refers to sex with another’s spouse.  Here they’re translated “have an affair.”  In 
a broader sense, the Greek porneia (“fornication”) is where the English “pornography” origi-
nates and refers to any illicit or immoral sex.  In the Bible, this includes affairs, homosexual-
ity, bestiality, and incest.  Both terms were used as metaphors for idol worship. 



              

THE STORY OF JESUS                                                                                              .                          84  

 

of the great king.  And don’t swear by your 
head, because you can’t make one hair white or 
black.  Instead, let you words be ‘Yes, yes’ or 
‘No, no.’†  Anything beyond this is evil.  

“You’ve heard it said, ‘An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth.’†  But I tell you, don’t resist 
someone who’s evil.  Whoever slaps your right 

cheek, turn your other one to 
him as well, and if anyone wants 
to sue you for your shirt, let him 
have your coat too.  Whoever 
forces you to go one mile,* go 
two with him.  Give to anyone 
who asks something from you, 
don’t turn away from the one 
who wants to borrow from you, 
and don’t demand what’s yours back from some-
one who takes it. 

“You’ve heard it said, ‘Love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy.’†  But I tell you, love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, lend without expecting an-
ything back, and pray for those who mistreat 
you, so that you’ll be sons of your Father – the 
Highest – who’s in heaven.  He makes his sun 
rise on the evil and the good, he sends rain on 
the righteous and the unrighteous, and he’s kind 
to the ungrateful and the evil.  So treat others 
how you want them to treat you.  What reward 
will you have if you only love those who love 
you?  Don’t tax collectors and sinners love those 
who love them?  What extra are you doing if you 
only embrace your brothers?  Don’t the Gentiles  

Above all, my brothers, 
don’t swear, either by 
heaven, by earth, or by 
any other oath.  But 
your “yes” is “yes” and 
your “no” is “no,” so you 
won’t fall under judg-
ment. 

James 5:12 

If a man strikes the life of any man, he’ll certainly be killed.  The one who strikes the life of an 
animal will make peace – life for life. If a man injures his neighbor, it’ll be done to him just as 
he did – break for break, eye for eye, tooth for tooth.  He’ll be injured just as he injured a 
man.  The one who strikes an animal will make peace, but the one who strikes a man will die.  
There’s one judgment for you, for the stranger and the native, because I am the LORD your 
God. 

Leviticus 24:17-22 

As the ruling power, Roman soldiers could le-
gally force any civilian or their property 
(horse, mule, oxen, cart, boat) to carry their 
equipment at any time.  This practice was 
called impressment (angaria in Greek).  It was 
often used in the empire-wide postal service, 
where messengers could seize civilian horses 
if theirs were worn out.  However, such a 
practice was easily abused and a limit of one 
mile was imposed to reduce hostility between 
soldiers and civilians. 

You will not hate your 
brother in your heart.  
You can certainly cor-
rect your neighbor, but 
you won’t take on sin 
because of him.  Don’t 
take revenge or hold a 
grudge against the sons 
of your people, but 
you’ll love your neigh-
bor like yourself.  I am 
the LORD. 

Leviticus 19:17-18  
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do that?  What grace* is it to be 
good to those who are good to you?  
Even sinners do that.  And what 
grace is it if you only lend to those 
who’ll pay you back?  Sinners lend 
to sinners to get the same amount 
back.  So be perfect, just like as 
your heavenly Father is perfect.  
And be merciful,* just like your Fa-
ther is merciful. 

 
 

 
“Be aware of acting righteously in front of 

men so that they’ll notice you, because then you 
won’t have any reward with your 
Father in heaven.  When you give to 
charity, don’t blow a trumpet be-
fore yourself like the hypocrites* do 
in the synagogues and in the streets 
so that men will honor them.  I tell 
you truly that they have their re-
ward.  But when you give to char-
ity, don’t let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, so that your giving will be 
hidden.  Then your Father, who sees what’s hid-
den, will reward you. 

“When you pray, don’t be like the hypo-
crites, because they love to stand and pray in 
the synagogues and on the street corners for 
men to see.  I tell you truly, they have their 
reward.  But when you pray, go into your 
closet,* close the door and pray to your Father 
who’s hidden.  And your Father, who sees 
what’s hidden, will reward you. 

“And when you pray, don’t use repeti-
tions* like the Gentiles, who think they’ll be 
heard because of their many words.  Don’t be 
like them.  Your Father knows what you need 

Various theological definitions exist for 
grace and mercy.  These are two of the 
simplest:  
➢ Grace (called “favor” in the Old Testa-

ment) is giving something good that is 
undeserved, such as donating to the 
poor.  

➢ Mercy is not giving something negative 
that is deserved, like refraining from 
penalizing a criminal.   

These definitions correlate with the con-
text of many of their occurrences in the 
Bible, but not all. 

Matthew 6:1-8, 16-18 
 

Pretending to have certain virtues and 
morals without actually having them is 
hypocrisy, a form of deception.  A hypo-
crite emphasizes the importance of right-
eousness and strives for that appear-
ance, but fails to actually practice it.  The 
term hypokrites comes from Greek thea-
ter, referring to an actor who wore a 
mask and imitated the speech and be-
havior of a particular character. 

Many houses had inner 
rooms or closets to 
store goods.  They were 
called tameion in Greek, 
which can also been 
translated “bedroom” 
or “secret room.” 

The Greek word battalogeo 
means “stutter” or “stam-
mer,” possibly originating 
from Battus, the king of Cy-
rene, who was said to have 
stuttered as a child.  It 
could also refer to speaking 
in repetitions or babbling, 
related to prayers that were 
incessantly repeated.  Fi-
nally, battalogeo may imply 
prayers with unnecessarily 
long lists of words, to en-
sure the “right” words were 
spoken.   
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before you even ask him. 
 “When you fast, don’t be gloomy like the 

hypocrites.  They blemish their faces when they 
fast so that they’ll be noticed by men, and I tell 
you truly, they have their reward.  But when 
you fast, anoint* your head and wash your face so 
your fasting won’t be noticed by men, only by 
your Father in private.  And your Father, who 
sees things in private, will reward you. 

 
 

 
“Don’t gather up treasures on earth, where 

moth and rust can destroy, and where thieves 
can dig in and steal.  Instead, gather up treasures 
for yourselves in heaven, where moth* and rust 
can’t destroy, and where 
thieves can’t dig in and 
steal.  Because your heart 
will be wherever your 
treasure is. 

“The eye is the body’s 
lamp.  If your eye is good, 
your whole body will be 
light.  But if your eye is 
bad, your whole body will 
be dark.  And if the light 
inside you is dark, it’ll be 
dark indeed! 

“Don’t judge, and you won’t be judged.  
Don’t condemn, and you won’t be condemned.   

Ritually smearing with oil, milk, perfume, or water is called anointing, which is used by vari-
ous religions to symbolize a special purpose.  The Bible records that oil was used to ceremo-
nially anoint priests and utensils for use in the Temple, which represented a spiritual anoint-
ment with God’s Holy Spirit.  It was also used to crown kings and commission prophets.  Ol-
ive oil, in particular, was also used medicinally, anointed on the sick or wounded for healing.  
It could also be rubbed over the body as a means of refreshment, a common practice 
throughout ancient cultures.  Anointing the head and washing the face were possibly part of 
the daily hygiene routine in first century Judea.   

Matthew 6:19-23, 7:1-6 
Luke 6:37-42 
 

All moths start out as larvae, which eat natural fabrics 
(wool, silk) as they grow, creating holes in stored cloth-
ing.  Larvae can also destroy agricultural crops with 
their vast appetites.  Like butterflies, moth larvae form 
silk cocoons to transform into mature adults.   
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Release, and you’ll be released.  Give, and it’ll 
be given to you – a beautiful amount will pour 
onto your chest,* pressed down, shaken to-
gether, and running over.  Thus you’ll be judged 
how you judge, and it’ll be measured back to 
you how you measure.” 

He also told them a parable: “Can the blind 
guide the blind?  Won’t they both fall into a 
ditch?  A student isn’t above his teacher, but 
everyone will be like his teacher after he’s com-
pleted.*  Why do you look at the sliver in your 
brother’s eye, but don’t notice the log in your 
own eye?  Or how can you tell your brother, 
‘Brother, let me take that sliver out of your 
eye,’ and look, you don’t see the log in your 
own eye?  You hypocrite, first take the log out of 
your own eye and then you’ll see clearly to take 
the sliver out of your brother’s eye. 

“Don’t give something holy to dogs.  And 
don’t throw your pearls in front of pigs, because 
they’ll trample them underfoot, then turn and 
tear you apart. 

 
 

 
“Go in through the narrow gate.  Destruc-

tion has a wide gate and a broad road that leads 
to it, and many go in through it.  But life has a 
small gate and a narrow road that leads to it, and 
few ever find it.  

“Be aware of fake prophets – they come to 
you in sheep’s clothing, but on the inside they’re  
ravenous wolves.  You’ll know them by their 
fruit.  Are grapes gathered from thorns or figs 
harvested from bushes?†  No, every good tree 
makes good fruit, and bad trees make bad fruit.  
A good tree can’t make bad fruit and similarly a 
bad tree can’t make good fruit.  Every tree that 
doesn’t make good fruit is cut down and thrown 

The Greek word kolpos 
refers to the chest.  
Clothes in that area 
formed a loose pouch 
overhanging the belt, 
which was used to col-
lect and carry numerous 
smaller items, such as 
grain.   
 
Katartizo is a Greek 
verb meaning “pre-
pare,” “complete,” or 
“perfect.”  Matthew 
uses this term to de-
scribe fishermen mend-
ing their nets, and so 
making them fit for 
work again.  In the 
sense of a student, it 
can mean “mature” or 
“graduated,” having 
completed one’s train-
ing. 

Matthew 7:13-29, 8:1 
Luke 6:43-44, 46-49 

 

My brothers, can a fig 
produce olives or a vine 
produce figs? 

James 3:12 
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into the fire.  So you’ll know them by their fruit, 
just like each tree is known by its fruit.   

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ but 
don’t do what I say?  Not everyone who calls me 
that will get into heaven’s kingdom, but only the 
one who does my Father’s will, who’s in heaven.  
On that day, many will tell me, ‘Lord, Lord, 
didn’t we prophesy in your name, throw out de-
mons in your name, and do lots of miracles in 
your name?’†  But I’ll tell them, ‘I never knew 
you.  Leave me, you who act lawlessly.’† 

“Everyone who comes to me, hears my 
words, and does them, I’ll show you what he’s 
like: he’s a wise man building a house, who dug 
deep and set its foundation on the rock.  Then 
the rain fell and a flood occurred.  But even 
when rivers came and the winds blew, and both 
slammed against the house, they couldn’t shake 
it.  It didn’t fall because it had been built well, 
founded on the rock.  But everyone who hears 
my words and doesn’t do them is like a foolish 
man who built his house on the sand, without 
any foundation.  The rain fell, the rivers came, 
the winds blew, and they slammed against it.  
Then, immediately, the house collapsed, and its 
ruin was massive.” 

When Jesus had finished saying this, the 
crowds were blown away at his teaching, be-
cause he was teaching them with authority, not 
like their scribes.  And when he came down 
from the mountain, many crowds followed him.  
  

Become doers of the 
word, not only hearers 
who deceive them-
selves. 

James 1:22 
 
Leave me, all of you 
trouble makers, because 
the LORD has heard the 
voice of my crying. 

Psalm 6:8 


